Increased subglottic gallium uptake in relapsing polychondritis.
Gallium scintigraphy was performed on a 14-yr-old girl with subglottic airway narrowing that caused wheezing and dyspnea. The study showed increased gallium uptake in the neck. A biopsy was performed on the subglottic region, and the histology was compatible with relapsing polychondritis. After treatment with steroids, laboratory data that had indicated active inflammation soon normalized. Repeat gallium scintigraphy showed diminished uptake, although the subglottic stenosis did not improve. These results suggest that gallium scintigraphy is valuable for evaluating inflammatory activity in relapsing polychondritis.